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CITY OF HOUSTON PROCUREMENT
Request for Council Action Approval & Routing Process

Overview of Procurement Code of Ordinance 

City of Houston

Aviation 
Department

Public Works and 
Engineering 
Department

General Services 
Department

Administration 
and Regulatory 

Affairs SPD

  
    Specified in Code of Ordinance

 Outside the scope of ARA’s SPD 
procurement responsibilities.

 Procurement done by Department.

 RCA developed, recommended by 
Department, and approved by 
Department.

    
    Examples: 

 Construction Services for construction 
projects related to: Construction and 
remodeling of city buildings; 

 Design projects, i.e., A&E services 
Construction related to environmental 
services; 

 Registered Surveyor services; 

 Acquisition of real property; 

 Purchase of natural gas, electricity, 
heated and chilled water and related 
utilities

 
Specified in Code of Ordinance

 Outside the scope of ARA’s SPD 
procurement responsibilities.

 Procurement done by Department.

 RCA developed, recommended by 
Department, and approved by Department.

 
 Examples: 

 Construction Services for construction 
projects related to: maintenance and 
operation of the city’s water, sewer and 
drainage utility systems, and any 
combination of those systems; design, 
construction, repair and maintenance of 
streets, bridges, structures & capital 
projects of all nature; 

 Design projects, i.e., A&E services

 Registered Surveyor services

 Acquisition of real property for capital 
projects

   
   Specified in Code of Ordinance

 Outside the scope of ARA’s SPD 
procurement responsibilities.

 Procurement done by 
Department.

 RCA developed, recommended 
by Department, and approved by 
Department.

   
   Examples: 

 Construction Services for 
construction projects related to: 
Aviation facilities, expansion of 
airports, etc.

 Lease agreements, concession 
contracts, etc.

 Registered Surveyor services

 Acquisition of land/real property 
for expansion of city airports and 
other aviation facilities, etc.

All other procurements not 
specifically excluded by Code of 
Ordinance are in scope of SPD 
procurement responsibilities.

 Procurement facilitated by SPD.

 RCA initiated by SPD.

 High tech & complex RFP RCA 
approved and recommended by 
Department Director.

 Professional services RFP RCA 
approved and recommended by 
Department Director.

 Recurring services & 
commodity/supplies procurement 
RCA approved by DPU & City 
Purchasing Agent, and 
recommended by City Purchasing 
Agent.

By Specific City Code of Ordinance Procurement Exceptions


